Ligneous gingivitis associated with plasminogen deficiency: a challenge in diagnosis.
A 66-year-old female presented with gum bleeding and soreness. Her medical history was significant for delayed wound healing, which appeared to cause blindness in her right eye. A gingival incisional biopsy revealed replacement of fibrous connective tissue by an amorphous and eosinophilic material. Direct immunofluorescent staining for antibodies was negative. After the differential diagnosis of ligneous gingivitis (LG) was rendered, the activity and antigenic level of plasminogen was tested and found to be significantly decreased. Partial improvement was observed within 1 year following a regimen of scaling, gingival curettage, topical steroids, and improved oral hygiene. LG is a rare condition, occurring as a result of plasminogen deficiency and subsequent fibrin accumulation. It presents as pseudomembranous gingiva and might affect the eyes and other organs. Dentists should be familiar with this condition, since they might assist in a diagnosis of this disease, with significant morbidity often missed by medical professionals.